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Dear Speaker Won PaL 
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Thank you for allowing the Judiciary of Guam to submit its testimony regarding Bill 40-33 
(COR), "An Act to Amend§§ 8]()7 and 8108 of Chapter 8. Title 7 GC'A. § 5103(d) of Chapter 5, 
Title 17 GCA, and§ 6403 ofArticle 4, Chapter 6, Title 17 GCA and adding a new f 55102(h) of 
Chapter 55, Title JO GCA, relative ro properly classify law enfi>rcemenl personnel of the 
government of Guam by renaming 'Allendance (J(ficers' as 'Truancy Officers' to reflect practice 
throughout the United States and classify such officers a law enjiJrcement under the provisions of 
Public Law 29-105: and to provide unifi1rms and equipment to truancy officers. " The Judiciary 
did not submit testimony at the public hearing on March 11. but asked for additional time to offer 
constructive comments on the Bill and its practical eftects on the Judiciary. 

First, with regard to the training contemplated by the Judiciary of the newly re-named Truancy 
Officers. while it is true that the Judiciary. through its Judicial Council. is currently charged with 
developing a training program for School Attendance Officers under 7 GCA § 8107( a). it is the 
recommendation of the Judiciary that such training now be mandated under the auspices 
of the Peace Officer Standards and Training Commission (POST). 

Public Law 32·232 sets the standards for training and education for peace onicers throughout the 
government of Guam. Under the provisions of P.L. 32-232. Special Deputy Marshals are 
classified as Category 2 peace officers. and it is contemplated that the obligations for ensuring 
certification arc borne by the employee and agency heads. who are responsible for reporting 
failures on the Physical Fitness Qualification Test and to meet full educational requirements. 

The .Judiciary has embraced the POST standards and is actively pursuing certification for its 134 
law enforcement officers through developing and implementing a sustainable strategy for 
physical fitness compliance. With regard to mandated training and education requirements. we 
have also developed a strategy with the Guam Community College. Some of these strategies will 
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